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Fact Sheet : Dr Sarah Wykes Arrest In Angola
Angola: 

· Dr Sarah Wykes arrived in Angola on 11th February 2007.
· She was there to research recent progress on transparency in the oil sector. 
· On Friday 16th February she flew to Cabinda with a colleague from the Open Society Institute (OSI).
· On the evening of Saturday 17th February, immigration police temporarily confiscated her passport. 

· Then at around 4am local time on Sunday 18th February police came to her hotel room. 

Arrest: 

· After contacting a local lawyer, Dr Wykes allowed the police to enter her room at which point her passport was confiscated and a number of her personal belongings were seized including her digital camera, two pen drives and a notebook.
· She was asked to go to the police station and as there was no arrest warrant she refused. A police guard was placed outside her room until an arrest warrant was later issued. 
· She was then formally arrested around 11am local time early and went to the police station.
· She was held at the police station all day and given no information regarding her arrest. She was not given any food or drink for around 5 hours.
· At around 4.30pm local time she was charged with espionage and taken to the local jail where she spent the night. 

· At 10am local time on Monday 19th February she was taken from jail to court. 

· Dr Wykes refutes ALL and any charges of espionage; no evidence to support any charges has yet been presented. 

· The Angolan authorities are denying Sarah her own lawyers and are insisting on appointing a Government lawyer, which we understand to be illegal under Angolan law.
Dr Sarah Wykes: 

· Dr Sarah Wykes is Senior campaigner for Global Witness working on corruption and mismanagement associated with oil revenues. 

· Prior to this, she worked for the Amnesty International UK Business Group campaigning and researching on corporate accountability issues. 

· She also helped develop a training course on business and human rights in collaboration with the New Academy of Business. Before joining Amnesty, she worked for Oxfam campaigns and also researched for the Business and Human Rights Resource Centre. 

· Before entering the NGO world, she worked as an academic at the University of London in the field of Hispanic Studies. She has an MA and a PhD from the University of London. 

Global Witness demands: 

· Access to her lawyers and for all legal proceedings to be halted until such time as access is granted.

· An immediate and unconditional release.
· An apology from the Angolan Government for her mistreatment.
· For UK Government and international actors in Angola to demand Dr Wykes’ release.
Release:

Angola: Immediate release of anti-corruption campaigner required 

Published 19/02/2007

Human rights and anti-corruption campaign group Global Witness is demanding the immediate and unconditional release of their employee Dr Sarah Wykes, a highly respected international anti-corruption campaigner.

Dr Wykes was arrested by armed Angolan police on the morning of Sunday 18th February in Cabinda, whilst visiting the oil rich enclave to meet with local civil society representatives. She was arrested and taken from her hotel to a police station, not given food or water for at least 5 hours before being charged and taken to the local jail late last night.   

Global Witness understands that she has been charged with espionage and this morning was taken to court in Cabinda. Global Witness refutes any allegation of espionage by Dr Wykes and no evidence to support the charge has yet been presented. The Angolan authorities are denying Dr Wykes her own lawyers and are insisting on appointing a Government lawyer. Her camera and pen drive have been confiscated.   

Dr Wykes has been a tireless campaigner for transparency in the oil sector and her arrest and subsequent incarceration are an affront to her human rights. She should be immediately and unconditionally released. 

For more information contact: +44 (0)20 7561 6361, +44 (0)20 7561 6395 or +44 (0)7843 058 756 

