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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Independent Observer (Global Witness) accompanied a mission of the 
Central Control Unit (CCU) to the Sale of Standing Volume (SSV) 09 03 16 
located in Mvengue Sub-Division in the Ocean Division. The mission took place 
on 15 April 2003 within the framework of a routine control programme of the 
CCU in the South Province. 

Sale of Standing Volume 09 03 16 was granted to the company Dimitrios 
Nikolas KARAYANNIS (DNK) by Ministerial Order No. 01005 of 22 
November 2001. The map of this SSV appended to the Grant Order is different 
from that presented by the company DNK, appended to the Surface Area 
Certificate. 

In the field, the mission focused its work on verifying the consistence of the 
materialization of the SSV’s boundaries with its descriptions. In analysing 
documents and maps, the Independent Observer noted that the Sale of Standing 
Volume was poorly positioned. Consequently, the company DNK became 
culpable of illegal logging. 

In view of the above, the Independent Observer recommends that an official 
statement of offence be established against the company DNK for unauthorised 
logging in a state forest and fraudulent marking of timber. 

The Reading Committee recommended: 

In-depth investigations at the level of the Forestry Department and the 
company DNK in order to determine responsibility for the offence. 
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2. RESOURCES USED 

- 1 Toyota Hilux Pick up 
- 1 Video camera  
- 1 Digital camera 
- 2 GPS  
- 1 Laptop computer  

3. COMPOSITION OF THE MISSION 
The mission comprised of Mrs Essono Danièle and Mr Pierre Marcel Mamene, 
agents at the CCU; Mr James Afene Obam, Senior staff at the Forestry 
Department; the Chief of the Provincial Control Brigade for the South and Messrs 
Reiner Tegtmeyer and Serge C. Moukouri of the technical team of the 
Independent Observer. 

4. CONSTRAINTS 
The main constraint that the mission encountered was the absence of the logging 
site manager of the Sale of Standing Volume. Consequently, the mission did not 
have access to title operations related documents. 

5. MISSION’S FINDINGS 
5.1 Case summary 

Sale of Standing Volume (SSV) 09 03 16 was granted to the company Dimitrios 
Nikolas KARAYANNIS (DNK) by Ministerial Order No. 01005 of 22 
November 2001. No operations were carried out when the mission was on its 
way. The local population claimed that they blocked the logging site to claim 
construction of a bridge that the logging company had failed to materialize. 

5.2 Mission’s observations  

The positioning of the Sale of Standing Volume in the field does not comply 
with the description made in the Granting Order. This poor positioning has 
resulted in unauthorised logging and logging out of official boundaries of the 
SSV. This conclusion has been drawn following a comparison of the map used 
by the company in the field (see Appendix 1) and the one appended to the 
Granting Order of the SSV (see Appendix 2). The map below gives a good 
illustration of the situation. 

A poor positioning of the Sale of Standing Volume, followed by its exploitation, 
constitutes the offence of unauthorised logging, provided and punishable by 
Section 156 of the 1994 Forestry Law. This law also stipulates that the victim 
shall be paid damages calculated on the basis of FOB value of the species 
illegally extracted. Consequently, unauthorised logging also leads to the offence 
of fraudulent marking of timber. 
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Map: Unauthorised logging by the company DNK. 

 
6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
In analysing documents and maps, the Independent Observer noted that the Sale of 
Standing Volume was poorly positioned. Consequently, the company DNK became 
culpable of illegal logging. 

In view of the above, the Independent Observer recommends that an official 
statement of offence be established against the company DNK for unauthorised 
logging in a state forest and fraudulent marking of timber. 

That an official statement of offence be established against the DNK Company for 
unauthorised logging in a state forest and illegal marking of timber. 

The Reading Committee recommended: 

In-depth investigations at the level of the Forestry Department and the 
company DNK in order to determine responsibility for the offence. 
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