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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Central Control Unit (CCU) carried out a forestry control mission in the 
Nkondjock Sub-Division of Nkam Division, Littoral Province on the 9th of May 2003. 
Accompanied by the Independent Observer (Global Witness), the mission, as part of a 
routine control programme which started on the 5th of May 2003, visited Sale of 
Standing Volume (SSV) 07 02 25, granted to the Entreprise Commerciale et 
Industrielle du Cameroun’ (ECIC) on March 31, 2000. 

After a complete tour of the Sale of Standing Volume, it was concluded that: 

ο The company ECIC carried out exploitation beyond the boundaries of Annual 
Standing Volume 07 02 25; 

ο ECIC made fraudulent use of the marking stamp of SSV 07 02 25 in order to 
conceal the fact that timber had been illegally exploited. 

Noting these offenses, the CCU established an official statement of offence against 
the ECIC enterprise. 

Consequently, the Independent Observer recommends: 

ο The continuation of the litigation being undertaken against the company ECIC 
enterprise; 

ο The establishment of damages and interest based on the  total FOB value of 
the wood estimated to have been illegally exploited by the CICE enterprise. 
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2. RESOURCES USED 
- 1 Toyota hilux pick up 
- 1 Yamaha 100 motorcycle 
- 3 Garmin GPS   
- I Video camera 
- 1 Sony laptop  

3. COMPOSITION OF THE MISSION 
The mission team consisted of Mssrs Kongape Jean Avit and Neckmen Samson of the 
CCU; Mr Bikie Romuald of the Department of Forestry, the Divisional Delegate of 
Nkam, the Head of the Provincial Control Brigade of the Littoral, the Head of the 
local Forestry Post of Yigui, and two members of the technical team of the 
Independent Observer. 

4. CONSTRAINTS 
No obstacles were encountered.  

5. MISSION’S FINDINGS 
5.1 History of the Sale of Standing Volume 

Situated in the Nkam Division, Nkonjock Sub-division, Sale Standing Volume (Fr.: 
Vente de Coupe, VC) 07 02 05 was granted to the company ECIC by decision No. 
0343/A/MINEF/DF/SDAFF/SAG of 31st March 2000 (see Appendix 1). The 
awarding of Sale Standing Volume 07 02 05 took place after the Notice of Call for 
Tender No. 0031/AAO/MINEF/DF/SDEIF of 8th January 1999, as recorded in 
Minutes of the Inter-ministerial Commission of September 22, 1999. 

5.2 Mission’s observations 

a) Exploitation beyond the boundaries of SSV 07 02 25 and fraudulent 
marking of timber  

Data gathered with GPS (Global Positioning System) devices provide irrefutable 
proof that a road network has been established beyond the boundaries of SSV 07 02 
25. Signs of intensive logging operations were observed all along the roads in 
question, and especially in log ponds containing logs bearing the mark “ECIC VC 07 
02 25”. 

The map below indicates the surface area illegally exploited. It also shows the various 
log ponds observed and geo-referenced beyond the boundaries of the related SSV. 
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Map: Exploitation zone beyond boundaries of SSV 07 02 25 

 

Unauthorized exploitation of a state forest beyond the boundaries of a Sale of 
Standing Volume is punishable by Article 156 of the Law of 1994. The same applies 
to the fraudulent use of marks as a means of disguising illegally extracted wood. 

 

 

6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The mission noted that the company ECIC exploited a state forest beyond the 
boundaries of the Sale of Standing Volume 07 02 25 without authorization. This 
enterprise also made fraudulent use of title markings in order to falsely mark illegally 
extracted timber. 

Consequently, the Independent Observer recommends: 

ο The continuation of the litigation being undertaken against the company ECIC 
enterprise, 

ο The establishment of damages and interest based on the  total FOB value of 
the wood estimated to have been illegally exploited by the CICE enterprise. 
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