
 
 

Chairman Richard Burr 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence  
211 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Vice Chairman Mark Warner 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence  
211 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
December 17, 2018  
 
Dear Chairman Burr and Vice Chairman Warner, 
 
Please find here a report that Global Witness has released today entitled “A Foreign Affair: Conflicts of 
Interest in the White House and Trump’s Dominican Republic Deal.”  
 
The underlying investigation of this report focuses on the Trump Organization’s apparent new real 
estate deal in the Cap Cana resort in the Dominican Republic. This deal poses a conflict of interest for 
President Trump and may expose him to violations of the U.S. Constitution’s Emoluments Clause. 
 
The report provides evidence, including a filmed, undercover meeting with two senior representatives of 
the resort’s exclusive sales brokerage firm that suggests that the Trump Organization is involved in the 
development of a commercial and residential project on the beach at the Cap Cana resort and has the 
requisite permits to start building.    
 
In response to our investigation, the Trump Organization has denied that it is involved in any current 
project in the Dominican Republic.  
 
However, Global Witness’s investigation suggests that the deal is indeed new. Hallmarks of a new deal 
include, among others, a potential change in Trump’s role as developer instead of licensor, and the fact 
that the new and previous projects are not even close to one another–they are five miles apart.  
 
Global Witness exposes the hidden links between corruption, armed conflict and environmental 
destruction. We urge you to investigate these concerns and, if appropriate, hold the Trump 
Organization, President Trump and his family accountable.  
 
Should you have any questions about the report and findings, please contact Eryn Schornick, Lead 
Investigator on this report and Senior Policy Advisor, Anti-Money Laundering at 
eschornick@globalwitness.org or (202) 580 – 9711.  
 
 

https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/corruption-and-money-laundering/a-foreign-affair-trumps-dominican-republic-deal
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Thank you for your time and attention.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Corinna Gilfillan  
Head of the U.S. Office  
Global Witness  
 
cc:  Senate Intelligence Committee, Chairman Richard Burr 

Senate Intelligence Committee, Ranking Member Mark R. Warner 
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, Chairman Devin Nunes 
House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, Ranking Member Adam Schiff 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Chairman Chuck Grassley 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Ranking Member Dianne Feinstein 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism, Chairman Lindsey 
Graham 
Senate Judiciary Committee, Subcommittee on Crime and Terrorism, Ranking Member 
Sheldon Whitehouse 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, Chairman Trey Gowdy 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, Ranking Member Elijah E. Cummings 
House Financial Services Committee, Chairman Jeb Hensarling 
House Financial Services Committee, Ranking Member Maxine Waters 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Chairman Bob Corker 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Ranking Member Bob Menendez 
House Committee on Foreign Relations, Chairman Ed Royce 
House Committee on Foreign Relations, Ranking Member Eliot Engel 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, Chairman Ron Johnson 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, Ranking Member Claire 
McCaskill 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs, Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations, Chairman Rob Portman 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Government Affairs, Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations, Ranking Member Thomas R. Carper 
House Committee on Homeland Security, Chairman Michael McCaul 
House Committee on Homeland Security, Ranking Member Bennie Thompson 
House Judiciary Committee, Chairman Bob Goodlatte 
House Committee on Homeland Security, Ranking Member Jerrold Nadler 
House Committee on Ethics, Chairwoman Susan W. Brooks 
House Committee on Ethics, Ranking Member Ted Deutch 
Senate Select Committee on Ethics, Chairman Johnny Isakson 
Senate Select Committee on Ethics, Ranking Member Chris Coons 
House Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations, Chairman Trey 
Gowdy 
House Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, Homeland Security, and Investigations, Ranking Member 
Sheila Jackson Lee 


