
The following allegations were included in Global Witness’ July 2018 campaign, 
which called for US sanctions against key members of Prime Minister Hun Sen’s 
inner circle.  
 
For more information, see - https://www.globalwitness.org/en-
gb/campaigns/cambodia/who-profits-death-cambodias-democracy/  
 
Hun family 
 
Members of the prime minister’s family own or part-control companies with listed 
capital of more than US$ 200 million.1 
 
Hun Sen’s daughter, Hun Mana, was director of WS Mining from 2009 to 2012.2 
 
The military was drafted in to guard the company’s gold mine. Soldiers blocked local 
residents’ access to their paddy fields. 3  
 
Cyanide was used to leach gold from the ground, which contaminated the water. 
Many people reportedly fell ill and much of their livestock died. 4  
 
Hun Sen’s nephew, Hun To, is listed as director of LHR Asean Investment, which 
runs a network of petrol stations across Cambodia.5 
 
He was also accused of being part of an international drug-trafficking and money-
laundering syndicate – allegations he denied. 6  
 
Hun Sen’s son-in-law, Sok Puthyvuth, is CEO of the Soma Group.7   
 
One of its companies was part of the team expanding Phnom Penh International 
Airport. 8  
 
Local residents were told their homes would all be destroyed, but that they wouldn’t 
be compensated. 9 
 
8 people were arrested after painting SOS signs on their roofs. They hoped that US 
President Obama would see as he flew into Cambodia for a summit. 10  
 
These are just a few examples of the Hun family’s business interests, which span 
most of Cambodia’s major sectors. 11  
 
 
 
Senator Ly Yong Phat 
 
Ly Yong Phat has been called one of Prime Minister Hun Sen’s “favourite senators” 
12 and is thought to be one of Cambodia’s richest men.13 
 
He’s behind some of the most violent land grabbing that Cambodia has seen this 
century, which has seen thousands of people thrown off their land.14  
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Police shot at and beat up people who refused to abandon their homes to make way 
for Ly Yong Phat sugar plantations.15 
 
A community activist was reportedly found axe murdered after documenting such 
evictions.16     
 
Sugar is just one industry in Ly Yong Phat’s vast business empire, which spans 
hotels, casinos, infrastructure, the media and more. 17   
 
The Senator has profited handsomely from Hun Sen’s Cambodia and has a lot to 
lose from a free and fair election. 
 
 
 
Senator Lao Meng Khin  
 
Senator Lao Meng Khin has donated large sums of money to the state, 18 and funds 
Cambodia’s military.19 
 
His family are business partners with members of Prime Minister Hun Sen’s family20, 
and he and his wife have accompanied the premier on diplomatic trips to China. 21   
 
Senator Lao Meng Khin owns Shukaku, 22 the company behind the eviction of 
thousands of families from their homes at Boeung Kak lake. 23    
 
Residents who took a stand against the development have been beaten, arrested 
and jailed by the authorities. 24    
 
Another of his companies, Pheapimex, holds Cambodia’s biggest land concession, 
which is 33 times bigger than the current legal limit.25  
 
Neither Lao Meng Khin nor his companies have ever been held to account for the 
string of abuses committed in the name of profit. 
 
The Senator has profited handsomely from Hun Sen’s Cambodia, and has a lot to 
lose from a free and fair election. 
 
 
Senator Mong Reththy 
 
Senator Mong Reththy is one of Prime Minister Hun Sen’s closest allies, and has 
been referred to as his ‘Money Man’.26 
 
Global Witness investigations revealed how a port owned by Mong Reththy and 
named after him appeared to be a gateway for large-scale timber smuggling.27 
 
When allegations surfaced that the senator was linked to marijuana trafficking, the 
prime minister said anyone attempting to arrest him should “wear a steel helmet”. 28 
 



Mong Reththy was also at the heart of a massive sand dredging scandal worth 
millions of dollars, where licenses were handed out behind closed doors.29  
 
The senator also flattened the historic Royal University of Fine Arts campus in 
Phnom Penh and forcibly evicted residents to make way for a development he 
named ‘China Town’.30  
 
Mong Reththy has profited handsomely from Hun Sen’s Cambodia, and has a lot to 
lose from a free and fair election.    
 
 
Try Pheap 
 
Try Pheap is one of Cambodia’s most prominent tycoons and previously a personal 
advisor to Prime Minister Hun Sen.31  
 
Global Witness investigations revealed how he controlled a multi-million dollar timber 
smuggling operation in Cambodia that was destroying Cambodia’s last forests and 
the lives of those who depend on them.32 
 
Officials from government, the military, police and customs were all complicit. 33 
 
Try Pheap’s company was even granted exclusive rights to buy any illegal timber 
that was seized by the authorities, to sell on at a profit. 34  
 
Try Pheap funds the Cambodian military, which has been a major actor in a systemic 
campaign of land seizures that have caused mass displacement and serious human 
rights abuses.35 
 
The tycoon has profited handsomely from Hun Sen’s Cambodia, and would have a 
lot to lose from a change in government.  
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