May 2017
The 21% century Panglong process must set a new approach for natural resource management

On May 24™", Myanmar is set to begin the next round of 215 Century Panglong peace talks. If there is
to be meaningful progress towards a lasting end to ethnic armed conflict, it is crucial that attention
turns to agreeing a new approach to the management of the country’s precious natural riches. For
decades, the resources for which the country is famed have helped to incentivise and fuel fighting
which has destroyed countless lives. Upcoming talks provide an opportunity to put Myanmar’s
natural resources on a new footing, and contribute to the peaceful, equitable and prosperous future
the people deserve.

We, civil society groups and friends of Myanmar, call on the parties to the peace talks to agree a new
approach to natural resources, based on the following principles:

1. Participation: Local communities, ethnic groups, women, and traditionally marginalized
groups must have a meaningful opportunity to participate in decisions which impact their
resources, land and livelihood;

2. Sustainability: Finite resources should be managed to maximise long-term benefits for the
country and local communities, not short-term gains. Where appropriate, sensitive areas
should be protected from exploitation.

3. Access: Where possible, local communities should be given opportunities to benefit from
access to resources. More broadly, bidding and licensing should be open, competitive and
transparent. Bidders should be treated equally and the track records of bidding companies
(and the individuals who own and control them) must be considered.

4. Safeguards: Protections against corruption, social and human rights harms, and
environmental abuse must be incorporated within the legal framework, with appropriate
grievance mechanisms. Ethnic and local community rights must be recognised, as well as
state and national rights.

5. Transparency: To guard against corruption and mismanagement, and maximise official
revenues from natural resources, there must be full transparency at all stages. This includes
publishing contract terms, payments and receipts, and the beneficial owners of companies
bidding for or holding major licences.

6. Strong institutions: There must be institutional reform and a review of the division of
responsibilities between the central and local government,, so as to build local and national
trust that laws and safeguards will be enforced and overseen properly;

7. Benefit-sharing: There must be fair sharing of benefits of natural resources in ethnic areas,
from access to licences and employment opportunities to licence fees and tax revenues; and

8. Monitoring: Independent oversight and scrutiny must be encouraged, facilitated and
protected. This should include making data such as contract terms public and accessible in
local areas, and allowing access to extraction areas to civil society, media and independent
observers.

A fair, transparent, inclusive and accountable approach to natural resource governance is crucial to
achieving an inclusive and enduring peace in Myanmar.
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Kyauk Gyi Development

Watch East Light Development Group

Bago Youth Network
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Pyoe Khin Thit Foundation

Light House Social Development

88 Peace and Open Society (Ayarwaddy)

Dawei Development Association (DDA)

SSPTF Shan State Peace Task Force

MPA (SS) Myanmar People Alliance

HRDN (SS) Human Rights Documentation Network ( Shan State)
E.C.F.D.O Environmental Conservation And Farmers Development Organization (Southern Shan)
F.L.U Farmers And Land Workers Union(Myanmar)
250gCooneqisqsaa@ Chin Dwin Thar Chin Myar Orgnization
0630008 Padai Tharmoe

IFIwatch Myanmar

Community Response Group

Myanmar-China Pipeline Watch Committee

Myanmar Alliance for Transparency & Accountability ( Mandalay Division Working Group)
Peace & Open Society ( Kyaukse Township)

Kachin Peace Network

MATA Ayeyarwaddy working group.

Ayeyarwaddy Transparency and Accountability Association (ATAA)
KESAN Karen Environment and Social Action Network
Ayeayarwaddy West Development Organization, AWDO . (Magway region )
Satodetayar Development Organization, SDO.

Yoema Chin( Satodetayar)

AWDO, farmer group. (Ngaphe)

Independence Asho Chin nation force.(Ngaphe)

Pwinphyu Development Organization, PDO.
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Magway MATA.

MCPWC (Minbu)

MCPWC( Ngaphe)

Kachin Development Networking Group (KDNG)
Transparency and Accountability Network Kachin State
Humanity Institute

Union of Karenni State Youth ( UKSY ) 0oqE&[gobapcaSypsanng
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Kayah (Karenni) State Students Union(KSSU) oo00s(cqE8 )gpdscdeoqpésamns gpsooeg
Kayah Earthrights Action Network(KEAN)
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Wan Lark Rural Development Foundation

55.Rakhine Women Association

56.Kyauk Phyu Social Network

57 Action Based Community Development (ABCD)
58 Rakhine Women Network (STW)
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SKY Youth (KPU)

Arakan National Network (ANN)

Ah Linn Tagar Library (STW)

AD 2030 Vision (STW)

AD2030 Vision (RTD)

Environmental protection Group (PNG)
Environmental protection Group (KTW)
Environmental Protection Group (MU)
Yaung Chi Thit Group (MB)

Megawady Social Network (MA)

Ko Yan Taung Gawpaga Group (RB)
Rakhine Social Network(PTW)

Taung Goat Social Network (TG)

Rakhine Women Association (Taung Goat)
Than Dwae Beach Social Network (TDW)
Rakhine Coastal Association (GWA)

Rural Development (KPU)

Environment Conservation and Regional Development
People Resource Group

Regional Development (Maung Taw)
Thazin Legal Aid

Social Program Aid for Civil Education
Aung Thu Kha Foundation(Kyauk Phyu)
88 Rakhine Generation Social Development Organization
Arakan Ray Central Organization (A.R.O)
People for People
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Khu Mee Women Organization

MLDNRCO - Mon Land Development and Natural Resources Conservation Organization
CCSN - Chin Civil Society Network

KECO - Kanpatlet Environment Conversation Organization

LNGO

KLDO - Kanpatlet Land Development Organization

MCDO - Matupi Community Development Organization

ILAM

CYO - Chin Youth Organization

CNRWG - Chinland Natural Resource Watch Group

Beauty of Mt. Chin

ZCD + ZDA - Zomie Congress for Democracy + Zomie Dress Agency
Horn Bill Organization

SSID - Small Scale Industries Development

CGN - Chin Green Network

CCSN - Chin Civil Society Network

Falam Mino Paulkom

Kachin Development Networking Group (KDNG)

. Airavati

Women League of Burma WLB

Thuriya Sandra Environmental Watch Group.

K'Cho Land Development Association §jze[g3,[BoB:0005eea008s

Open Development Foundation ( Kan Pet Let )
Chin Women Develipment Organization
Sane Lann Pyin Oo Lwin

Our future initiative

Southern Youth

Green Network Mergui Achipelago
Tanintharyi Fisheries Partnership
Tanintharyi Green Network

Motherland
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Dawei Watch Foundation

Ka Lone Htar Development Committee
Community Sustainable Livelihood Development Committee
Mine Monitors Group

Land Resources Group

Dawei Youth Fellowship
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Tanintharyi Friends

Takapaw

Dawei Research Association

Green Generation
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Kachin Women's Association Thailand



