Press release 17 July

US Congress Proposes Travel Ban on Corrupt Cambodian Officials Following Release of Global Witness Report

For Immediate Release

Anti-corruption NGO Global Witness today welcomed the news that top Cambodian officials named in its recent report, ‘Cambodia’s Family Trees’, could soon be banned from entering the United States. 

The 2008 Senate Foreign Operations Draft Bill, which determines funding for US overseas assistance, urges the Bush administration to prohibit corrupt officials identified in the Global Witness report from entering the United States.  It also calls on other western and Asian countries to impose similar restrictions. If implemented, the proposed US ban would affect senior Cambodian ministers, top-ranking generals and others. 

This unprecedented move by the Senate is a direct response to Global Witness’ exposure of institutional corruption and asset-stripping at the highest echelons of Cambodia’s government. ‘Cambodia’s Family Trees’ details how a network of timber barons with familial or business links to Prime Minister Hun Sen, his wife, and other senior officials, are looting the country’s forests with impunity. Members of this group are heavily implicated in cases of kidnapping and attempted murder.  The report also presents evidence of corruption by senior officials and the smuggling activities of elite military units controlled by the prime minister.  

Rather than investigating these crimes and prosecuting those responsible, the Cambodian authorities have responded by banning the report and confiscating copies. The prime minister’s brother has issued a death threat against any Global Witness staff visiting Cambodia. 
“This US Congress bill sends a clear message to corrupt governments around the world that stripping a nation’s natural resources for personal gain is no longer internationally acceptable,” said Simon Taylor, Global Witness Director.  “It is now up to all other donor countries that profess an interest in the welfare of the Cambodian people to impose their own sanctions on those kleptocrats who are destroying Cambodia’s prospects for sustainable development.”

For further information please call +44 7957 142 121 or +44 207 561 6396 

Notes to Editors

(1) Global Witness exposes the corrupt exploitation of natural resources and international trade systems, to drive campaigns that end impunity, resource-linked conflict, and human rights and environmental abuses. Global Witness was co-nominated for the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize for its leading work on ‘conflict diamonds' and awarded the Gleitsman Foundation prize for international activism in 2005. 

 (2) The report ‘Cambodia's Family Trees' can be downloaded from http://www.globalwitness.org/media_library_detail.php/546/en/cambodias_family_trees. 

(3) The Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Draft Bill can be downloaded from http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_reports&docid=f:sr128.110.pdf. In case of difficulties accessing this document, please contact Global Witness directly for a copy.
(4) Language within the 2008 State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Bill Draft Bill contained the following text: “The Committee urges the administration to exercise Presidential Proclamation 7750 [the Kleptocracy Initiative travel ban] to prohibit corrupt Cambodian officials identified in the June 2007 Global Witness report entitled “Cambodia’s Family Trees: Illegal Logging and the Stripping of Public Assets by Cambodia’s Elite” from entering the United States.  The Committee encourages other developed countries, particularly in Europe and Asia, to implement similar restrictions.” The House and Senate are due to meet in October to pass the Bill. 
(5) Following on from its launch in June, the Cambodian government banned the report and confiscated copies, while Global Witness staff were publicly threatened by the Prime Minister's brother.  References to this threat are drawn from an article by Douglas Gillison and Yun Samean, published in the Cambodia Daily on June 5 2007.  In it, the Prime Minister's brother and Kompong Cham provincial governor Hun Neng is quoted as saying: "If they (Global Witness staff) come to Cambodia, I will hit them until their heads are broken." 

