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Blair’s Government undermines global anti-corruption fight:
Global Witness condemns yesterday’s apparent decision by the UK Government to interfere with the Serious Fraud Office’s investigation into BAE System’s 1980’s “Al Yamamah” deal with Saudi Arabia.  Just as the investigation appears to have reached the critical stage by uncovering highly compromising Swiss bank account information, it has been closed down.
“This decision has set the global fight against corruption back a generation.  It gives a green light for overseas government officials and UK business to continue bribing in the supposed ‘national interest’”, said Alex Yearsley.  “It also makes it clear that the UK is prepared to sacrifice its legal and moral authority to the interests of the notoriously corrupt Saudi Arabian regime.”  This decision is even more bizarre given that the UK government are currently attending the first meeting of member states of the United Nations Convention against Corruption in Jordan – with no apparent achievements. 
Saudi Arabia’s apparent willingness to withhold critical assistance on issues relating to “national security” illustrates precisely why the investigation should have been allowed to continue.  The UK Government should clarify how suspending an investigation into corruption in a failing state such as Saudi Arabia (a hot-bed of terrorism) is consistent with the UK’s national interest.  “In the absence of such clarity, it can only be presumed that the UK has given up its fight against corruption”, said Simon Taylor, Director of Global Witness.
Whilst the investigation into Saudi Arabian corruption may have been abruptly ended, Global Witness notes that the SFO investigation into other potentially corrupt arms deals remains. Global Witness hopes that when these investigations are concluded and the evidence is presented as to whether to prosecute that the UK government does not give in quite so easily to such blatant blackmail by an overseas government. 
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Global Witness campaigns to achieve real change by highlighting the links between the exploitation of natural resources, conflict and corruption. Through a combination of covert investigations and targeted advocacy, Global Witness has changed the way the world thinks about the extraction and trading of natural resources, and the devastating impact their unsustainable exploitation can have upon development, human rights and stability. Global Witness was co-nominated for the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize for its leading work on ‘conflict diamonds’ and awarded the Gleitsman Foundation prize for international activism in May 2005.  For more information visit www.globalwitness.org 
