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Press release Embargoed until midnight, 3 August
World Bank President Must Call for Credible Investigation of Illegal Logging Network Surrounding the Cambodian Prime Minister and Senior Officials, says Global Witness
UK-based NGO Global Witness today urged new World Bank President Robert Zoellick to address corruption at the highest levels of Cambodia’s government on his August 4 visit to the country. 

Mr Zoellick’s arrival comes just one month after the Bank survey of corruption in 207 countries ranked Cambodia in the bottom ten percent.
“We welcome Robert Zoellick’s decision to visit Cambodia on the first tour of his presidency and recommend he seizes the opportunity to tackle the dual challenges of poor governance and impunity facing the country,” said Global Witness Director Simon Taylor.
The Bank’s own assistance strategy for Cambodia recognises governance issues as the primary obstacle to growth, poverty reduction and aid effectiveness. Global Witness supports this stance, but believes the Bank must do much more to ensure these words translate into action.
In June, Global Witness published ‘Cambodia’s Family Trees’, an in-depth exposé of illegal logging, kidnapping and attempted murder by relatives of the prime minister and other senior officials.  The report also uncovers endemic corruption within government institutions. 
The Cambodian authorities appear to have done nothing to investigate and prosecute those responsible for these crimes. Instead the government reacted by banning ‘Cambodia’s Family Trees’ and the prime minister’s brother is reported to have threatened Global Witness staff with violence.  While a draft US Congress bill recommends prohibiting corrupt individuals named in the report from entering the United States, the Bank and most other international donors have so far made little effort to call the government to account on the issue. 
“This latest example of inaction by the donor community is symptomatic of its long-standing failure to ensure that aid strengthens governance,” said Simon Taylor “The donor-Cambodian government relationship has descended into a farcical exchange of money for empty promises, which confers legitimacy on those same officials who are looting the country.”

“This visit is an opportunity for Robert Zoellick to set the tone for his presidency and lay the foundations for the Bank’s approach to kleptocratic governments everywhere,” said Simon Taylor. “His challenge is to move beyond the sanitised rhetoric of governance to demand genuine accountability from the country’s leaders to their own citizens. He could start by insisting on a credible investigation into the very serious crimes documented in our report.”

For further information please contact: +44 7957 142 121 or +44 207 561 6396

Notes to Editors:

(1) Global Witness exposes the corrupt exploitation of natural resources and international trade systems, to drive campaigns that end impunity, resource-linked conflict, and human rights and environmental abuses. Global Witness was co-nominated for the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize for its leading work on ‘conflict diamonds' and awarded the Gleitsman Foundation prize for international activism in 2005. For more information see http://www.globalwitness.org
(2) For more information on World Bank governance indicators, see http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi2007/home.htm 
(3) For more information on the World Bank’s Country Assistance Strategy for Cambodia see http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/0,,contentMDK:21414715~menuPK:34463~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html
(4) The report ‘Cambodia's Family Trees' can be downloaded from http://www.globalwitness.org/media_library_detail.php/546/en/cambodias_family_trees
(5)  References to the threat from the prime minister’s brother are drawn from an article by Douglas Gillison and Yun Samean, published in the Cambodia Daily on June 5 2007.  In it, the prime minister's brother and Kompong Cham provincial governor Hun Neng is quoted as saying: "If they (Global Witness staff) come to Cambodia, I will hit them until their heads are broken." 

(6) The July 10 Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Draft Bill can be downloaded from http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=110_cong_reports&docid=f:sr128.110.pdf. In case of difficulties accessing this document, please contact Global Witness directly for a copy.
