GLOBAL WITNESS WELCOMES ARREST OF TAYLOR - WILL THIS END IMPUNITY IN WEST AFRICA?
29/03/2006

The ending of impunity for heads of state responsible for conflict, and crimes against humanity could be a step closer today with the dramatic arrest of Charles Taylor as he sought to flee Nigeria to Cameroon.

The speed with which Charles Taylor has been captured by vigilant Nigerian customs officials is to be congratulated. Not withstanding any further security breaches or accidents, Charles Taylor will finally have his day in court &ndash; be it in Freetown or The Hague &ndash; to face trial for the 17 counts of crimes against humanity and war crimes that he has been indicted for by the United Nations appointed Special Court for Sierra Leone. 

As a result of his arrest the chance for regional security and the prospects for peace have increased. The trial of Taylor will bring to an end many years of violent conflict that have blighted the region and caused untold suffering to millions of people. 

Taylor used revenues derived from diamonds and timber to fuel two bloody conflicts in which hundreds of thousands of innocent civilians died. Justice must be done, the ending of impunity for sitting and ex heads of state that have been responsible for some of the worst human rights abuses in the last twenty years must be tackled by the international community. 

&ldquo;The international community and Nigeria must now ensure that Taylor is speedily and successfully handed over to the Special Court for Sierra Leone and stands trial for the crimes against humanity with which he has been indicted,&rdquo; said Alex Yearsley of Global Witness. 

For Media enquiries contact:
Alex Yearsley on +44 7773 812 901; +44 207 561 6388 ayearsley@globalwitness.org
Notes to Editors:

Global Witness exposes the corrupt exploitation of natural resources and international trade systems, to drive campaigns that end impunity, resource-linked conflict, and human rights and environmental abuses. For more on the activities of Global Witness go to http://www.globalwitness.org/
Global Witness were instrumental in cutting off the financial flows of money to the Taylor regime by exposing his control and use of the Liberian timber trade and his use and control of the rough diamond trade from Sierra Leone. For reports on these issues go to http://www.globalwitness.org/reports/index.php?section=liberia

