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International and Karen Environmental & Social Action Network, October
2003, pp.49-50 (https://earthrights.org/publication/capitalizing-on-conflict/);
interview with Mogok civil society representative, 2019 (Global Witness
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114 “Gemstone Sector Review: In Support of Myanmar EITI”, MEITI, 2016,
p.7 (https://www.resourcedata.org/document/rgi-myanmar-eiti-gemstone-
sector-review)
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environmental destruction in Burma”, EarthRights International and Karen
Environmental & Social Action Network, October 2003, p.48 (https://
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environmental destruction in Burma”, EarthRights International and Karen
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118 “Capitalising on Conflict: How logging and mining contribute to
environmental destruction in Burma”, EarthRights International and Karen
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7 December 2020; “Myanmar civilians demand protection from TNLA
kidnappings”, The Irrawaddy, 21 December 2020 (https://www.irrawaddy.
com/specials/myanmar-covid-19/myanmar-civilians-demand-protection-
tnla-kidnappings.html)
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in-myanmar-mogok/); “Junta kills Mogok man on neighbourhood watch”,
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translated from Burmese to English in “Media Monitor”, Frontier Myanmar, 3
May 2021
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126 Interviews with gemstone miners in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
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127 Interview with small-scale gemstone businessperson in Mogok, 2021
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128 Interviews with gemstone miners in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
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Department of Population, Ministry of Labour, Immigration and Population,
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131 Interviews with two gemstone miners in Mogok, 2021; gemstone
trader and broker in Mogok, 2021; and member of staff at gemstone mining
company, 2021 (Global Witness interviews 902, 916, 903 and 906)

132 Interview with gemstone miner in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interview 902). For the dates that gemstone licences expired, see MEITI
licensing data from FY2016-17 and FY2017-18 (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
publication-category/meiti-reports)
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in Mogok, 2021 and gemstones miners in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interviews 906, 904 and 908)

137 Interviews with gemstone miners in Mogok, 2021 and small-scale
gemstone businesspeople in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness interviews 904,
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138 Interviews with gemstone miners in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interviews 907 and 914)
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“A superb ruby and diamond ring” (https://www.christies.com/en/lot/lot-
5749879); “Harry Winston ruby and diamond ring,” https://www.christies.
com/lot/lot-harry-winston-ruby-and-diamond-ring-6312201/); “Important
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142 Interviews with gemstone miners in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
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143 Interview with gemstone miner in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interview 905)

144 Interview with gemstone miner in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
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145 Interview with gemstone miner in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interview 907)

146 Interviews with small-scale gemstone businessperson in Mogok, 2021
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167 “Robbery at gem trader’s house in Mogok town, Mandalay Region”, DVB
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909)
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“Mogok mine collapses, kills one”, Myanmar Times, 3 January 2021 (https://
www.mmtimes.com/news/mogok-mine-collapses-kills-one.html)

170 “Body recovered of one of four workers trapped in Mogok ruby mine”,
Democratic Voice of Burma, translated from Burmese to English in “Media
Monitor”, Frontier Myanmar, 11 May 2021

171 Ruby Dragon Group of Companies response to Global Witness letter, 10
November 2021

172 Ruby Dragon Group of Companies response to Global Witness letter, 10
November 2021

173 Interview with gemstone miner in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interview 902)

174 Interview with gemstone miner in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interview 904)

175 Interviews with gemstone miners in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interviews 912 and 913)

176 Interview with gemstone miners in Mogok, 2021 (Global Witness
interviews 902 and 913)

177 Data published by MEITI from 2013-14 to 2017-18 reveals which
companies owned and operated the mines before the last remaining licences
expired, indicating which companies are well positioned to receive permits

if licensing starts again (https://myanmareiti.org/en/publication-category/
meiti-reports)



178 The most recent report covering the period of FY2017-18 was published
in March 2020. Myanmar was suspended from EITI in February 2021, due to
political instability and a lack of essential freedoms in the wake of the coup,
with the Board expressing strong concern about the safety of members of
the multi-stakeholder group in the country. “Myanmar suspended due to
political instability”, Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative Board,
February 2021 (https://eiti.org/news/myanmar-suspended-due-to-political-
instability)

179 Concession map provided to Global Witness by industry insiders, 2017
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publication-category/meiti-reports)
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Military”, United Nations Independent Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar,
United Nations Human Rights Council, A/HRC/42/CRP.3, August 2019, pp.
73-75 (https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/MyanmarFFM/Pages/
EconomiclnterestsMyanmarMilitary.aspx)
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publication-category/meiti-reports). Some of MEHL’s competitors also
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183 Global Witness analysis of MEITI data (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
publication-category/meiti-reports)

184 Global Witness analysis of MEITI data (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
publication-category/meiti-reports)

185 Global Witness analysis of MEITI data (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
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Rights Council, A/HRC/42/CRP.3, August 2019, p.31 (https://www.ohchr.org/
EN/HRBodies/HRC/MyanmarFFM/Pages/EconomiclnterestsMyanmarMilitary.
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myanmarjade/); and “Jade and conflict: Myanmar’s vicious circle”, Global
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resource-governance/jade-and-conflict-myanmars-vicious-circle/)
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cd65e9d8d5c8)

189 We used data scraped from Myanmar’s corporate registry by
OpenCorporates to create a database of companies and their registered
addresses, phone numbers, email addresses and directors and we verified
the information we found on the Myanmar Companies Online corporate
registry database (https://www.myco.dica.gov.mm/corp/search.aspx)

190 Ruby Dragon Group of Companies response to Global Witness letter, 10
November 2021

191 “Board of Management”, Ruby Dragon Group (https://www.
rubydragongroup.com/our-management.html)

192 “Pigeon Blood Valley: On the Trail of Mogok’s Famed Burmese Ruby”,
Adolf Peretti and Thierry Falise, 2016, p.75; “Multifaceted: Governance and
Conflict Risks in Myanmar’s Ruby Industry”, NRGI, March 2018, pp.10-11
(https://resourcegovernance.org/analysis-tools/publications/multifaceted-
governance-and-confict-risks-myanmar-ruby-industry)

193 Ruby Dragon Group of Companies response to Global Witness letter, 10
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194 “Pigeon Blood Valley: On the Trail of Mogok’s Famed Burmese Ruby”,
Adolf Peretti and Thierry Falise, 2016, p.75; “Multifaceted: Governance and
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(https://resourcegovernance.org/analysis-tools/publications/multifaceted-
governance-and-confict-risks-myanmar-ruby-industry)

195 “Noble Twin Dragons guides Myanmar out of the fog”, Elsid Andra
Filemon, Jakarta Globe, 3 May 2015 (https://jakartaglobe.id/opinion/noble-
twin-dragons-guides-myanmar-fog/)

196 Corporate record held by DICA (https://www.myco.dica.gov.mm/Corp/
EntityProfile.aspx?id=c0910a4f-1bba-4375-acbe-a291161393d6)

197 Corporate record held by DICA (https://www.myco.dica.gov.mm/Corp/
EntityProfile.aspx?id=9f3faf76-ealc-41c8-be4a-25c0719d59bb)

198 “Jade and conflict: Myanmar’s vicious circle”, Global Witness, 2021,
p.17; corporate record held by DICA (https://www.myco.dica.gov.mm/corp/
search.aspx)

199 “Jade and conflict: Myanmar’s vicious circle”, Global Witness, 2021,
p.47 (https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/natural-resource-
governance/jade-and-conflict-myanmars-vicious-circle/). Yang Moe

Lyan remains the company’s largest shareholder today, as per corporate
record held by DICA (https://www.myco.dica.gov.mm/Corp/EntityProfile.
aspx?id=Te3f4bc9-1962-4f2e-ad8b-4f7a2aac0854)

200 Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army response to Global
Witness letter, November 2021

201 “Gemstone Sector Review: In Support of Myanmar EITI”, MEITI 2016,
p.31 (https://www.resourcedata.org/document/rgi-myanmar-eiti-gemstone-
sector-review)

202 “Gemstone Sector Review: In Support of Myanmar EITI”, MEITI, 2016,
p.7 (https://www.resourcedata.org/document/rgi-myanmar-eiti-gemstone-
sector-review); interviews with senior monk in Mong Hsu, 2017, Yangon-
based jeweller, 2017 and businesswoman from Mogok, 2017 (Global Witness
interviews 503, 601 and 604)

203 Global Witness analysis of MEITI data (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
publication-category/meiti-reports)

204 Global Witness analysis of MEITI data (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
publication-category/meiti-reports)

205 Global Witness analysis of MEITI data (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
publication-category/meiti-reports)

206 “Jade and conflict: Myanmar’s vicious circle”, Global Witness, 2021,
p.47 (https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/natural-resource-
governance/jade-and-conflict-myanmars-vicious-circle/)

207 Global Witness analysis of MEITI data (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
publication-category/meiti-reports)

208 “KBZ Group rated the most transparent in Myanmar”, KBZ Bank, 5
June 2016 (https://www.kbzbank.com/en/blog/news-en/kbz-group-rated-
transparent-myanmar/); corporate record held by DICA (https://www.myco.
dica.gov.mm/Corp/EntityProfile.aspx?id=a3c6d65d-3956-4d5b-bdaa-
08e090bf08d3)

209 “Jade: Myanmar’s ‘Big State Secret’, Global Witness, 2015, p.58
(https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/oil-gas-and-mining/
myanmarjade/)

210 “Special Report: An image makeover for Myanmar Inc”, Reuters, 12
April 2012 (https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-cronies-image-
idUSBRE83B0YU20120412)

211 U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations Asia Subcommittee
Hearing on the Situation in Burma, Testimony of Kelley E. Currie, 25 March
2021 (https://www.foreign.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/032521_Currie_
Testimony.pdf)

212 The chair and founder of Ruby Dragon Group, Nay Win Tun, is one of
three directors in all these companies. At least eight other directors feature
in at least seven of the companies. Seven of the companies are registered to
the same address as Ruby Dragon Jade & Gems Company, and the remaining
two, R B G Yadanar Company and Khine Thit Sar Gems, share an address
with each other and share nine directors with Ruby Dragon Jade & Gems
Company. See corporate records held by DICA (https://www.myco.dica.gov.
mmy/corp/search.aspx). A representative of Ruby Dragon Group confirmed

to Global Witness that all these companies were part of the group but
claimed that several had been inactive for many years (Loi Mine Nagar Gems
Company, R B G Yadanar Company, Sapphire Dragon Gems Company, Ah Yon
0o Nagar Gems Company, Jade Dragon Family Gems Company, Khine Thit
Sar Gems Company Limited and Tein Yan Nagar Gems Company). However,
MEITI data shows that Loi Mine Nagar Gems Company had licences to mine in
Mong Hsu until 2019, Sapphire Dragon Gems Company had licences to mine
in Mong Hsu until 2018 and Mogok until 2019, and R B G Yadanar Company
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had licences to mine in Mogok until 2018. Khine Thit Sar Gems Company was
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3.1). Ruby Dragon Group of Companies response to Global Witness letter,
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but the National Registration Card number is the same): see corporate
records held by DICA (https://www.myco.dica.gov.mm/Corp/EntityProfile.
aspx?id=88449376-6¢76-4b83-95d2-6b229b3c6790 and https://www.
myco.dica.gov.mm/Corp/EntityProfile.aspx?id=e79d62ef-33b1-4257-9f5f-
4ae7e2ddel74)

217 The company shares a registered phone number, email address and
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219 Global Witness analysis of MEITI data (https://myanmareiti.org/en/
publication-category/meiti-reports). Ruby Dragon Group confirmed in a
November 2021 letter to Global Witness that R B G Yadanar Company is
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Limited and Long Byit Jewellery Company Limited from our calculations
because they held significant numbers of jade mining licences, meaning that
their payments were likely to have been linked to their jade mining rather
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businessman, 2021; Mogok civil society representative, 2021; Yangon-based
journalist, 2019; Thai journalist, 2019; Mogok civil society representative,
2019; Yangon-based civil society representative, 2020; member of
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representatives of MGJEA, 2017; and Shan State-based journalist, 2017
(Global Witness interviews 101, 103, 206, 211, 213, 301a, 509, 606, 607, 609
and 612)
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Section 16(e) of Myanmar’s 1995 Gemstone Law and Section 21(e) of
Myanmar’s revised 2019 Gemstone Law
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gemfieldsgroup.com/reports_and_presentations/investor-update-
may-2018/, p. 15

476 “Losing Luster: Addressing Tax Evasion in Myanmar’s Jade and
Gemstone Industry”, NRGI, February 2019, p.36 (https://resourcegovernance.
org/analysis-tools/publications/losing-luster-addressing-tax-evasion-
myanmars-jade-and-gemstone)

477 “Gemstone Sector Review: In Support of Myanmar EITI”, MEITI, 2016
(https://www.resourcedata.org/document/rgi-myanmar-eiti-gemstone-
sector-review)
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